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THIMEROSOL/ THIOMERSAL — USE IN VACCINATIONS FOR CHILDREN 

1. Hon Giz Watson to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for Health 

I refer to the answer given to question on notice No. 1062 on 9 September 2003, and ask —  

(1) Is thimerosol/thiomersal still used in any vaccines in Western Australia for children under five years 
old? 

(2) If yes to (1), —  

(a) why has thimerosol/thiomersal not yet been entirely phased out; 

(b) in which vaccines is it currently contained; 

(c) how is it ensured that doctors and nurses know if they are using a vaccine that contains 
thimerosol/thiomersal; 

(d) approximately how many Western Australian children per year are vaccinated with vaccines 
that contain thimerosal/thiomersal; 

(e) of the number referred to in (d), approximately how many are Aboriginal children; and 

(f) when will the phase out of thimerosol/thiomersal from vaccines in Western Australia be 
complete? 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN replied: 

(1) Yes. 

(2) (a) Thimerosal is used in vaccines to prevent bacterial and fungal contamination of the vaccine in 
several products. While manufacturers have agreed to find alternative methods to producing 
vaccines, largely to address parental concerns, a growing body of scientific evidence does not 
support the hypothesis that receipt of thimerosal in vaccines causes negative health 
outcomes. The most recent major study on the subject published in the New England Journal 
of Medicine, September 2007, concluded that the "study does not support a causal association 
between early exposure to mercury from thimerosal-containing vaccines and immune globulins 
and deficits in neuropsychological functioning at the age of seven to 10 years".  

(b) A trace amount (<2ug/ml) of thimerosal is present in the hepatitis B paediatric vaccine given at 
birth, which has been approved for use in Australia by the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration. Certain brands of influenza vaccine also contain thimerosal. However, the 
recent paediatric influenza campaign in Western Australia used two vaccine formulations 
which do not contain thimerosal (Fluarix and Vaxigrip). 

(c) The Department of Health's Communicable Disease Control Directorate provides information 
about vaccines to doctors and nurses in WA. In addition, all nurses engaged in providing 
immunisation services are required to undertake a training course in immunisation to enable 
them to gain certification in this specialised field. On successful completion of the course they 
are given a Certificate of Competence to administer the National Immunisation Program 
Schedule. Information on vaccine components is also available in the "The Australian 
Immunisation Handbook, 9th Edition", in hard copy and on-line. 

(d) There are approximately 30,000 children in the birth cohort in Western Australia and in the 
past year approximately 94 per cent of non-Indigenous and 91 per cent of Indigenous children 
received the hepatitis B vaccine.  

(e) It is estimated that 2 per cent of the birth cohort are Indigenous. Therefore it is estimated that 
approximately 546 Indigenous children receive the hepatitis B vaccination each year. 

(f) As of 2000, thimerosal was removed from almost all vaccines used in the National 
Immunisation Program Schedule for children 0-5 years of age. The use of thimerosal in the 
hepatitis B vaccine will be phased out in the near future, but an exact date is not yet available. 

 


